
Gathering for 

Worship  

reminds us of 

God’s Holy 

Breath that 

breathed us to 

life and is an 

occasion for us 

to share the love 

of God. 

 

 

 

Hymn 411: 

Though it is 
popular 
throughout 
Latin America, 
the conditions 
of this song’s 
creation have 
remained 
obscure. It was 
once thought 
to have 
originated in a 
Mexican jail 
but is now 
known to have 
been written 
by an 
Argentinian 
who has also 
lived in the 
United States 
and Colombia.  

 God Calls Us to Gather 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude                              Beneath the Cross of Jesus                   by Mark Hayes  

Call To Worship (stand)  

Liturgist:  We watch and wait for you, God our maker, as one awaits the birth of a 
 child. 

All:          We watch and wait with eager longing. 

Liturgist:  We watch and wait, for you, Jesus, Resurrection and Life. 

All:          We watch and wait as Martha and Mary did in hopeful anticipation. 

Liturgist:  We watch and wait for you, Spirit of God. 

All:          We watch and wait for you with open and expectant hearts.  

Hymn 411 (stand)                   God is Here Today                          by Raúl Galeano  

Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 
Call To Reconciliation 

Prayer of Reconciliation (unison) 

Mender of hearts, we confess that sometimes in our brokenness, we cause 
brokenness in others. We do so when we support systems of oppression 
through our silence or inaction; when we make decisions that divide or 
dehumanize; or when we act selfishly rather than with compassion or 
consideration for others. Yet you are ever ready to forgive, that we might be 
healed. We give thanks that we are never beyond your reach or grace.   

Moment of Silence 

Sung Response Hymn 698 (Sing Twice)                        Take, O Take Me as I Am  

   Take, O take me as I am;  
  Summon out what I shall be; 

   Set your seal upon my heart and live in me.                                                          

Words of Reconciliation 

Passing the Peace of Christ (stand)  
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Hymn 250 (stand)                   In the Bulb Is a Flower                      by Natalie Sleeth  

God’s Written and Spoken Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

Reading of Scripture                                                                            John 11:1-16 

There was a certain man named Lazarus, who was sick.  He and his sisters, Mary 
and Martha, were from the village of Bethany.  Mary was the one who had anointed 
the feet of Jesus with perfume and dried his feet with her hair, and it was her brother 
Lazarus who was sick.  The sisters sent this message to Jesus: “Rabbi, the one you 
love is sick.”  When Jesus heard this, he said, “This sickness will not end in death; it 
is happening for God’s glory, so that God’s Only Begotten may be glorified because 
of it.”  Jesus loved these three very much. Yet even after hearing that Lazarus was 
sick, he remained where he was staying for two more days.  Finally he said to the 
disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.”  They protested, “Rabbi, it was only recently that 
they tried to stone you – and you want to go back there again?”  Jesus replied, 
“Aren’t there twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk by day don’t stumble, 
because they see the world bathes in light; those who go walking by night will 
stumble because there is no light in them.” After Jesus said this, he said to the 
disciples, “Our beloved Lazarus has fallen asleep. I am going to Judea to wake 
him.”  The disciples objected, “But Rabbi, if he’s only asleep, he’ll be fine.”  Jesus 
had been speaking about Lazarus death, but they thought he was talking about 
actual sleep.  So he said very plainly, “Lazarus is dead! For your sakes I am glad 
that I wasn’t there, that you might come to believe.  In any event, let us go to him.”  
Then Thomas, “the Twin,” said to the rest, “Let’s go with Jesus, so that we can die 
with him.” 

Small Talk 

Reading of Scripture                                                                      John 11:17-37 

When Jesus arrived in Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days.  Since Bethany was only about two miles from Jerusalem, many 
people had come out to console Martha and Mary about their brother.  When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary stayed at 
home with the mourners.  When she got to Jesus, Martha said, “If you had been 
here, my brother would never have died!  Yet even now, I am sure God will give you 
whatever you ask.”  “Your brother will rise again!” Jesus assured her.  Martha 
replied, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”  Jesus told her, 
“I am the Resurrection, and I am Life:  those who believe in me will live, even if they 
die; and those who are alive and believe in me will never die.  “Do you believe this?”  
“Yes!” Martha replied.  “I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, God’s Only 
Begotten, the One who is coming into the world.”  When she had said this, Martha 
went back and called her sister Mary. “The Teacher is here, asking for you,” she 
whispered.  As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and went to him.  Jesus hadn’t 
gotten to the village yet.  He was at the place where Martha had met him.  Those 
who were there consoling her saw her get up quickly and followed Mary, thinking 
she was going to the tomb to mourn.  When Mary got to Jesus, she fell at his feet 
and said, “If you had been here, Lazarus never would have died.”  When Jesus saw 
her weeping and the other mourners as well, he was troubled in spirit, moved by the 
deepest emotions.  “Where have you laid him?” Jesus asked.  “Come and see,” they 
said.  And Jesus wept.  The people in the crowd began to remark, “See how much 
he loved him!” Others said, “He made the blind person see; why couldn’t he have 
done something to prevent Lazarus’ death?” 

Anthem                               Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs   
                                                     Handel’s  Messiah                 

 

Hymn 250: The 
writing of this 
hymn was 
spurred by a 
line from the 
poet T.S. Eliot: 
“In my end is 
my beginning.” 
Shortly after 
this piece was 
completed, the 
author/
composer’s 
husband was 
diagnosed with 
what proved to 
be a terminal 
malignancy, 
and the original 
anthem version 
of this hymn 
was sung at his  
funeral. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading of Scripture                                                                         John 11:38-45 

Jesus was again deeply moved.  They approached the tomb, which was a cave 
with a stone in front of it.  “Take away the stone,” Jesus directed.  Martha said, 
“Rabbi, it has been four days now.  By this time there will be a stench.”  Jesus 
replied, “Didn’t I assure you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 
So they took the stone away.  Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Abba, 
thank you for having heard me. I know that you always hear me, but I have said 
this for the sake of the crowd, that they might believe that you sent me!”  Then 
Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  And Lazarus came out of 
the tomb, still bound hand and foot with linen strips, his face wrapped in a cloth.  
Jesus told the crowd, “Untie him and let him go free.” Many of those who had come 
to console Martha and Mary, and saw what Jesus did, put their faith in him.  

Sermon                             Rev. John Nurnberger 

Responding to God’s Word 

Speaking our Commitments  

Liturgist:  By the grace of God, the people of Ocean Heights Presbyterian Church, 
 a member congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), gather for 
 worship and ministry in the name of Christ. 

All:   We joyfully welcome people from all walks of life, acknowledging 
 the differences of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
 and disabilities.  We celebrate all people as children of God. 

Liturgist:   We strive to be the body of Christ in the world, working for peace and 
 justice for all persons.  We join with people of good faith to address the 
 threats of climate change and the degradation of God’s good creation. 
 As a progressive Christian congregation, 

All:  we endeavor to understand and practice the faith we have from 
 scripture, informed by the wisdom of science and the theological 
 and cultural diversity of the world’s people.  

Liturgist:  We give thanks to God for the community we share in worship and 
 ministry for the sake of a world where love is more possible. 

Prayers of the People 

Prayer of Jesus 

Holy Love in heaven, who is with us, blessed be your name. May your way of 
loving be a reality here on earth. Let us share our bread with those who hunger. 
Let us learn to forgive as well as receive forgiveness. Help us through times of 
temptation. Lead us to holy innocence, beyond the evil of our day. For yours is the 
power and the glory and the mercy: Forever your name is All in One. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory                                         Lazarus                                          Robert Tanner  

Doxology (stand) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God all creatures here below! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication (stand) 

Hymn 540 (stand)               Farewell, Good Friends!                    A Hebrew Blessing  

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Jesus: 
paraphrase of 
prayers written 
by Parker Palmer 
and Manny 
Santiago.  
 
Hymn 540: While 
it is true that the 
Hebrew word 
shalom means 
“peace” and that 
it is used to greet 
people and bid 
them farewell, its 
larger sense is a 
feeling of 
contentment, 
wholeness, and 
harmony. Singing 
this round in the 
original language 
is one way to 
share in that 
fuller meaning.  
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Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

Session 

Class of 2023 

David Prescott 
Lorene Gilman 
Barbara Bennet 

 

Class of 2024 
Art Farnum 

Betsy Phillips 
Carol Petters 

 
Class of 2025 

Sharon Eaton 
Glenn Losch 
Dianna Lease 

Thank you to this week’s liturgist:  

Stephanie Bense  

            MONTH AT A GLANCE 

3/28  Pleasantville Food Distribution 8am 

3/28  Mission/Social Justice Zoom 7pm 

4/2  Worship, EE & Mission Study Team 

4/2  Easter Flower Order Deadline 

4/6  Maundy Thursday Communion 6pm 

4/7  Good Friday Worship 2pm 

4/9   Worship Easter Service &  

  Communion 

4/11  Heart & Soul 10am 

4/16  Worship, Childrens Ministry   

4/16  Adult Ed—Divine Law 

4/18  Bible Study 10am 

4/23  Worship 

4/25  Heart & Soul 10am 

4/30  Worship 

Easter Flowers 

If you would like to order flowers for 

Easter Sunday to be placed in the 

sanctuary in memory / honor of a loved 

one, the order forms are located in the 

hallway. 

 

     The deadline is Sunday, April 2nd.  

 

This year, the flowers will be purchased 

from Easterseals. All the lilies are grown 

in their Millville greenhouses. Working in 

the greenhouses provides valuable skills 

and education to people with disabilities. 

That education helps people prepare for 

or re-enter the workforce.  

Below are some pictures of their Millville 

greenhouses. The Millville Easterseals is 

the only location in the state that has 

greenhouses.     

 

A big Thank You goes out to all 
who showed up to help on our 
Third Thursday Work Day! 

Envelopes were stuffed, eggs got 
dyed and cabinets were organized.  

Our next date is April 20th, come 
and join the fun! 

Talent Show 

Thank you to the 

Children’s Ministry 

Committee for 

organizing and 

producing the 

show!  

All the children 

and “children at 

heart” who 

performed were 

amazing. We 

appreciate their 

efforts and their 

hard work as well. 

A special thanks 

also goes out to 

the Community 

Events and 

Hospitality 

Committee who 

served us the 

delicious dinner 

before the show. 
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